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From the Pastor — February 2026

I think I’'ve encountered as much ice as | care to in the foreseeable future. You can understand
“ice” however you want here. The lectionary is about to bring back around for us Jesus’s
teaching, in the Gospel of Matthew, about salt and light. Melting ice of any kind was the last
thing on Jesus’s mind when he used those metaphors. And yet, if we understand him correctly,
being salt and light for the world today would look like (at the very least) opposition to ICE.

The murders of Renee Good and Alex Pretti have sent shockwaves throughout the country. It’s
encouraging to see so many people mobilizing and escalating our voices and collective power
against this regime. Still, a nagging truth remains. Why is it that this escalation occurred only
after middle class white people were murdered? People of color have been dying in ICE
operations and detention almost since this scaling began. And while there have been some
drawing the public’s attention to these horrific events, why have we only reached this
crescendo now?

Perhaps today’s urgencies prevent us from diving too deep into that question. We have bigger
problems to tackle — and we must be as unified as possible to address what is happening.
Nevertheless, | hope we can carry the question with us until things settle down enough that we
can take it up again with a fuller reckoning.

As we enter Black History Month, let us be reminded of the disparities that continue to plague
our society and the ongoing erasure of memorialized history that lifts up our nation’s racialized
mistakes for the benefit of our learning. Let us also contribute as we can to the abolition of
those disparities, recognizing the sacred worth of every human being and the routine denial of
that worth, whether individually or socially, or in blatant or covert ways.

If you are to begin fasting this Lent, perhaps this is the fast God chooses for us. Perhaps we
might fast from narrow-minded goals. Perhaps we might recognize, with expanded vision, the
intersections, the multi-faceted nature of injustice, and prepare ourselves to recognize how
even well-meaning people perpetuate those injustices.

This is not the same as feeling like you have to carry the world on your shoulders or be weighed
down by everything that’s happening. It’s simply having eyes to see situations in more than one
or two dimensions. It’s about understanding the connections, interplays, and possibilities
(even probabilities) that may not be immediately apparent.

So, while I’'m sick of the ways ice has been showing up in my neck of the woods, I’m not going to
completely despise it. After all, | know the North and South Poles could use more of it.
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP CALENDAR
Sundays at 11:00 AM

Services are also (live)streamed on YouTube at
https:/lyoutube.com/@fccuccchesterfieldva8567

February 1 4" Sunday after Epiphany (Communion Celebrated)
Matthew 5:1-12; “The Beatitudes for These Times” with Rev. Willson
Annual Congregational Meeting After the Service

February 8 5t Sunday after Epiphany
Matthew 5:13-20; "The Mystery of the Light" with Dr. Phyllis Tessieri

February 15 Transfiguration Sunday
Matthew 17:1-9; “When You See It” with Rev. Willson

February 22 1st Sunday in Lent
Matthew 4:1-11; “Appetite, Arrogance, Ambition” with Rev. Willson

Ash Wednesday Observances — ‘Drive Up’ Ashes & Evening Service

Ash Wednesday is on February 18 this year. That day, Pastor Daniel will be
available from 8 AM to 1 PM at the church to administer ashes to those who
drive up to the front curb of the building. Later that evening, at 6 PM, we will
gather at the church for an Ash Wednesday Service. Ashes will be administered
at that time as well, for those who have not yet received them. All are welcome!

Adult Faith Formation
Sundays at 9:30 AM

From now through Palm Sunday, the Adult Faith Formation class is P
reading and discussing “The Meaning of Jesus” by Marcus Borg and The Meaning of
N.T. Wright. This book details the thoughts of the leading liberal and J E s U s
conservative Christ scholars, as Borg and Wright come together to

present the the heart of the historical Jesus debate. All are welcome
to join us on Sunday mornings for our discussions — even if you haven’t The Leading Liveral and

Connarvative Jeans Scholars Prenent the

read the bOOk' Neart of the Nistorical Jesus Dakate

Feb 1 — Part II, Ch. 4 (pp. 53-77) “What Jesus Did & Taught”

Feb 8 — Part lll, Chs. 5 & 6 (pp. 78-109) “The Death of Jesus” MARCUS J BORB
Feb 15 — Part IV, Chs. 7 & 8 (pp. 110-143) “The Resurrection of Christ” s
Feb 22 — Part V, Chs. 9 & 10 (pp. 144-169) “Was Jesus God?” N.T. WR



https://youtube.com/@fccuccchesterfieldva8567

February Birthdays

Mary Parker 2/02
Barbara Walrod 2/04
Gloria Snellings 2/06
Eva Hall 2/07
Ethel Witthaus 2/14
Harold McCants 2/14
Addie Hinton 2/15
George Marshall 2/19

Theresa Moore-Scarpo 2/23

Along with all of "“Metro

~ Richmond at Prayer,” during
'm February let’s pray for the
Coming of God’s Realm in

Metropolitan Richmond.

SPEAK UP
STAND UP Feb 22
SHOW UP 12:30 — 1 PM

FOR JUSTICE

We continue to hold our monthly Social
Justice vigils along Courthouse Road on
Sunday mornings immediately after worship.
We have plenty of signs available. Have a
snack at our hospitality time, and then join us
in front of the church.

Breakfast Club

The Breakfast Club will meet on Saturday,
Feb 14 at 9 AM at Cracker Barrel. 4720 Craig
Rath Blvd. (Village of Swift Creek Shopping
Center). Come out and have a Valentine’s
Day breakfast with us!

Helping Hands

Helping Hands enjoyed a luncheon after
church on Jan 18, generously provided by
Sharon Macauley. They voted to disburse
funds raised by the Olde Curiosity Shoppe in
November as follows: $200 to Planned
Parenthood of VA, $100 to He She Ze & We,
$100 to Latinos in Virginia Empowerment
Center, and $150 to the Virginia Community
Legal Fund. Next meeting will be March 15.
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Ministry of Congregational Care

Helping Hands is organizing a group to reach
out periodically to our church family to stay in
touch. Volunteers will be responsible for
contacting around eight individuals monthly in
person, or by email, cards, or phone calls. Any
joys or concerns from our church family can
then be shared with Pastor Daniel. This is a
one-year commitment. For more information
and questions, contact Sharon Macauley,
slmacauley@comcast.net.

Souper Bowl of
Caring

Sunday February 8
Special Offering and Lunch

OE CARING

In 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring began with a
simple prayer from a single youth group:

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl
football game, help us be mindful of those
without a bowl of soup to eat.”

Since then, the Souper Bowl of Caring has
become a powerful movement that transforms
the time around the Big Game into the nation’s
largest celebration of giving and caring for
those in need.

Share in God'’s love for our neighbors in need
and give generously on Souper Bowl Sunday.
All of the donations collected will go directly to
our Souper Bowl of Caring Charity of Choice -
Shalom Farms — to support their mission to
provide fresh, healthy food and educational
programs about healthy eating to the
Richmond community. You can learn more
about them at shalomfarms.org Join us for
our annual Souper Bowl luncheon of soups
and breads — thanks to Helping Hands for
organizing this! We will have a collection pot
there for the offering, or it can be mailed to the
church or donated online.

Please indicate “Souper Bowl” on the
memo line of your check or Venmo
payment to the church.



mailto:slmacauley@comcast.net
http://shalomfarms.org/
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JUSTICE DEMANDS

RISC

Congregational RISC Network Meeting
Sunday, Feb 15

RICHMONDERS
INVOLVED 1@

STRENGTHEN <cur
COMMUNITIES

The RISC Issue Committees have been
busy meeting with officials and gathering
information for our issue campaigns -
Affordable & Healthy Homes, Gun
Violence Prevention, and Mental Health.
Updates on these issues will be presented
at our upcoming Congregational RISC
Network Meeting, which will be held
immediately after worship on February
8th. All are welcome to attend and learn
more about these issues. It is very
important that all of our RISC Network
Members attend — this is also the
meeting at which we will plan for our
congregational  participation in  the
Nehemiah Action.

RISC Justice Rally — Thursday, Feb 28
7 PM, Second Baptist Church Southside
3300 Broad Rock Blvd. Richmond.
One of the 4 annual meetings for all
Network members.

We will present to our membership the
specific set of "asks" for this year's
Nehemiah Action, and provide detailed
reports on our preliminary meetings with
officials.

Nehemiah Action - Tuesday, March 24
6:30 PM, St. Paul's Baptist Church
4247 Creighton Rd. Richmond

Come and bring your friends as we gather
to demand justice in numbers too large to
ignore! For all Network Members and
everyone in the congregation!

JUSTICE
+WITNESS

ACTION NETWORK

Virginia’s 2026 legislative session is in full
swing, and our state action network has
been busy working to support several bills
this year through lobbying and action alerts.
This year’s priority bills are:

Voting rights restoration: HJ2, SJ2

This  constitutional amendment would
restore voting rights automatically for those
convicted of a felony, upon their release.

Same sex marriage protection: HJ3, SJ3
This  constitutional amendment would
remove the language from Virginia's
Constitution defining marriage as between
one man and one woman, and protect the
rights of same sex couples.

Restrictions on solitary confinement: HB35,
This legislation puts a time limit and
mandated oversight on the use of solitary
confinement in our prisons.

Assault weapons ban (HB217, SB749) This
bill prevents the sale of assault weapons.

Three bills aimed at targeting abuses by
ICE:

Restrictions on face coverings by law
enforcement agents (HB1482, SB352)

Certain civil arrests
courthouses (SB351, HB650)

prohibited in

Restrictions on local law enforcement being
able to act as immigration agents (SB783,
HB1438)

If you are interested in being part of our
congregation’s Justice Team, see Gail
Christie. You can join the Justice and
Witness Action Network and get Action
Alerts here.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeVVRNwO3Oml8yvNH7-H6TyedONA9ITm2jG7CrTyXYvfBa7ng/viewform
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Bon Air Presbyterian Church

Interfaith Iftar 200
Richmond, VA 23235
Join us for the 7th Annual Richmond community iftar. This year we

will be fundraising for Anera’s Ramadan programs in Palestine,
Lebanon and Jordan.

Let's come together for a meaningful evening, where our collective
support can make a significant difference. By attending, you'll be
part of a community effort to #ServeHope to the people in Palestine,
Lebanon and Jordan, with special concern for the people of Gaza
who are in such dire need of assistance.

Free event - just bring a dish to share!

‘ WHERE HOPE FINDS A WAY




