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From the Pastor - December 2025

In the stewardship letter sent out last month, | referenced the groundbreaking work of the late Biblical
scholar, Walter Brueggemann. In his classic, The Prophetic Imagination, written more than 40 years
ago, Brueggemann challenged the church not only to think of the “prophetic” as speaking truth to
power or registering righteous indignation. But in addition, he challenged his readers to consider the
example of the prophets in imagining alternative futures.

Of course, like the prophets we are not dreaming alone. We trust and believe that the divine work of
God’s Spirit was the generative force behind such dreaming. The prophets were charged, after all,
with conveying the word of God to people faithfully.

Nevertheless, the divine is often expressed through the imaginations of God’s servants. And whether
it's conveying God’s word or obeying God’s word, obedience is an imaginative act, that involves
listening, interpreting, and living into a new reality. That new reality is the world as otherwise conceived.
It is different. It's a world more in keeping with God’s reign of peace.

This Advent, | would like for us to continue to listen and make sense of what the Divine Spirit is doing
in our congregation and in our community. | would like to challenge us to consider what new reality is
opening up before us and how we might be called to live into that reality. | would like for us to dream
of a world otherwise. Because we are invited to a reality that is otherwise from the suffering, scarcity,
and systemic sin that plague creation.

So, this Advent | would like us to lean into the oracles of the prophet Isaiah.

The Book of Isaiah has been called “the fifth Gospel” because of how strongly it describes the future
restoration of ancient Israel. As for us, | would like for us to listen to the particular hopes that the book
expresses and the universal significance that it points to when we read these prophetic imaginings in
light of the Christ that has and is to come.

Each week of Advent, we will consider another prophetic image — a mountain, a tree shoot, a stream,
and a child. Each image is a portal to a world imagined otherwise — a world where God is all in all,
where wrongs are righted, where hopes for justice become reality, where creation is at peace.

Each of these images, | believe, have lessons for us — not only about how our ancient ancestors
appreciated them, but also how we might, in our time, imagine new portals, new symbols, new images
— that open us to fresh possibilities in the here and now.

The stewardship season may have come and gone, but | hope we are not finished dreaming. In this
season of waiting that we call “Advent”, we imaginatively connect with our spiritual ancestors who
“mourn in lowly exile”. Here in our present places, we mourn with the grieving, the war-torn, the ill and
injured, kidnapped migrants, our unhoused neighbors, and the affordability crisis. We mourn with the
addicted, the depressed and unsettled, with worried parents, struggling kids, and everyone longing for
God to step into history and dwell among us. We mourn... but we also dream.

We dream the dreams God gives us, because we believe that someday — whether sooner or later —
those dreams will appear in history as flesh and blood and a renewed and restored world. And we
dream that we even might be complicit in making those dreams a reality.
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2025-26 WORSHIP CALENDAR
“The World Dreamed Otherwise”
Sundays at 11 AM

Services are also (live)streamed on YouTube at
https://youtube.com/@fccuccchesterfieldva8567

November 30 1°* Sunday in Advent - Hope (Communion Celebrated)
Isaiah 2:1-5; “A Mountain, Our Hope” with Rev. Willson

December 7 2" Sunday in Advent - Peace
Isaiah 11:1-10; “A Tree, Our Peace” with Rev. Willson

December 14 3'Y Sunday in Advent - Joy (Gaudete Sunday)
Isaiah 35:1-10; “A River, Our Joy” with Rev. Willson

December 20 The Longest Night: A Blue Christmas Service
(Sat, 4 PM) Psalm 13; “How Long, O Lord?” with Rev. Willson

December 21 4" Sunday in Advent - Love
Isaiah 7:10-16; “A Child, Our Love” with Rev. Willson

December 24 Christmas Eve: Carols, Candlelight, and Communion
(Tue, 7 PM) Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-20; “The World Dreamed Otherwise”
with Rev. Willson

December 28 1°' Sunday of Christmastide (Christmastide Carol Service)
Psalm 148; “Joy from the World” with Rev. Willson

January 4 2"d Sunday of Christmastide (Communion Celebrated)
Jeremiah 31:7-14; “Keeping the Feasts” with Rev. Willson

January 11 15' Sunday in Epiphany (Baptismal Remembrance Service)
Matthew 3:13-17; “Keeping Our Vows” with Rev. Willson

New Adult Faith Formation Series for the
Advent & Christmas season.
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We are beginning a 6-week study on “The
History of Christmas”. Join us at 9:30 AM, each

: Sunday from November 30 through January 4,
ChrlStm asd m for enlightening and stimulating discussion!

Begins Nov. 30
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December Birthdays

12/05 Ed Parry
12/05 Josh Parker
12/05 Elijah Lee
12/06  Gail Christie
12/11  Robert Holmes
12/12  Emily DeCamp
12/13  Darlene Hultin
12/15  Jeff Jacobs
12/23  Grace Parker
12/29 Ben Parker
12/29 Daniel Willson
12/29  Josh Madagan

_ December
: AWW ‘ Anniversaries

12/17 Terry & Diane Stawar
12/19 Jim & Melissa Decknick
12/27 Don & Eva Hall

12/28 Chet & Barbara Walrod

Along with all of “Metro
D Richmond at Prayer,”

- _-"'L::f during December let’s
' pray for the families of
Metropolitan Richmond.

RISC
Updates

We are now in the “Research to Action”
phase of the RISC year. Committees
working on each of the RISC issues —
Affordable & Healthy Homes, Gun Violence
Prevention, and Mental Health — will be
meeting over the next several months with
potential allies, and exploring strategies. If
anyone is interested in becoming involved
with the work of these committees, the
Research Kickoff is Thurs. Dec 4, 7 PM, at
Bon Air Presbyterian Church.

Congregational
Meeting
Dec 14

There will be a congregational meeting after
worship on Sunday, Dec. 14 to discuss and
approve the budget and slate of officers for
2026. Please plan to stay for this important
gathering.
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Below is the list of Officers proposed by the
nominations committee, as well as the various
Boards & Committees.

Moderator: Jeff Beatman

Vice Moderator: Helen Parry

Clerk: June Conner

Assistant Clerk: Robert Holmes

Financial Secretary: Melissa Decknick
Assistant Financial Secretary: Amanda Moody
Treasurer: Kieran Eggleston

Assistant Treasurer: Doug Macauley
Historian: Lorraine Martin* (until current report
is completed), June Conner

Auditor: Vacant

Building Managers: Claudia Snipes, Richard
Jones, Gloria Snellings, Pennie Cardon

Boards and Committees (*=Chair)

Missions: Gail Christie,* Patty Beatman, Rhoda
Blocker, Connie Lewis

Trustees: Jim Decknick,* Marianne Hinton,
Dave Clancy, Gail Christie

Nominating: Barbara Walrod,* Brenda Clancy,
Michelle Hinton

Staff Parish Committee: Helen Parry,” Amanda
Moody, Jeff Beatman, Brenda Clancy
Stewardship: Robert Holmes,* Herschell
Emery, Harold McCants, Bruce Boardman
Technology: Don Hall, Doug Macauley, Kieran
Eggleston

Hospitality: Helen Parry,” Gloria Snellings,
Pennie Cardon, June Conner

Delegates to Central Atlantic Conference (2):
Gail Christie,

Delegates to Potomac Association (3): Gail
Christie, ,
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Stewardship
Reminder

If you haven’t yet had an opportunity to turn in
your pledge card or email your 2026 pledge to
our Financial Secretary, we hope you’ll be able
to take some quiet time this busy holiday
season to prayerfully and faithfully consider
your gifts for the future of First Congregational
Christian UCC.

SPEAK UP|  sunday
STAND UP oe
SHOW UP | 12:30pPMm

FOR JUSTIC

O~

We will continue to hold our monthly Social
Justice vigils along Courthouse Road on
Sunday mornings immediately after
worship. We have plenty of signs available.
Have a snack at our hospitality time, and then
join us in front of the church on December 7.

All-Church Fellowship Breakfast
Saturday, Dec 13
9:30 AM

toast

 NEW AMERICAN-EASTROPU

The Breakfast Club is inviting everyone in the
congregation to join them for breakfast at 9:30
AM on Saturday, December 13 at Toast, 3730
Winterfield Rd.

Please RSVP to Ed Parry by Dec. 10.

November was an incredibly busy month, with
a number of Missions-related activities, and our
congregation stepped up, yet again, with
amazing generosity.

We had 11 walkers and raised $12,874 in this
year's CROP Walk — continuing to break the
record from the year before! If anyone still
wants to contribute there is still time! We did
win, yet again, the Golden Basket Award for the
Walk Team raising the most funds. Thanks
again to our walkers and to everyone who
sponsored them!

We raised $1036 from the Holiday Bazaar,
which will be used to support special Missions
projects in the community, and the Women'’s
Fellowship raised an additional $800 from the
Olde Curiosity Shoppe. Thanks to all who
baked, donated items to sell, helped with set-
up, staffing, and clean-up, and shopped to
support our vendors. Special thanks to Joy
Hoyle for recruiting setup/clean-up helpers and
to Helen Parry for all the preserves and pickles
she prepared for sale.

We sponsored a senior raising a grandson and
a family with two daughters through the
Christmas Mother program and had great
participation from the congregation, providing
all of their wish list items. Special thanks to
Barbara Walrod for making the sign-up poster
and to June Conner for delivering everything.

Thanks also to everyone who donated to
provide a gift to the Meszaros family to
welcome their two little ones! We raised $525
for them to use for a gift of their choice.
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“...WHEN THEY SAW

e STAR,

THEY WERE FILLED

e [0) 4

MATTHEW 2:10

THE CHRISTMAS FUND

for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund

For over one hundred years, The Christmas Fund has provided direct financial assistance
to the healers in all our lives: retired and active UCC ministers, church workers, and their
families. You are part of the community of The Christmas Fund, whether you donate at
Christmastime, benefit directly from our grant or leadership programs, or simply believe
in our mission to help secure the financial foundation of those engaged in the life of the
church.

Your donation helps to ensure more healers receive the loving support of the Church in
their moment of deepest need. The Christmas Fund was here for them. And regardless
of who you are or what brought you to the United Church of Christ, The Christmas Fund
is here for you. Your gift is more than just a testament to your belief in the values of the
United Church of Christ, it is a critical lifeline for those who depend on our grant programs
for care and support.

Last year, the Christmas Fund, administered by the Pension Boards of the United Church
of Christ, provided over $1.9 million in pension and health benefits supplementation,
emergency grants, and thank-you checks to retired servants of the church and their
families. Every cent of that money came from the pockets of people like you. This year,
please give what you can to continue supporting those who've devoted their lives to
serving others.

The annual Christmas offering will be received on Sunday, Dec. 21 and at the Christmas

Eve service. Please use the special envelope or designate “Christmas offering” on the
memo line of your check or your Venmo payment.

Thank you for supporting the Christmas Fund!
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Christmas
Poinsettia
donation form

If you would like to help defray the cost of decorating the sanctuary with poinsettias this
Christmas season by making a donation in honor or memory of a loved one, please complete
the form below and drop it in the offering plate or return it to the church office. The suggested
donation is $17.50, the approximate cost of one poinsettia. Complete the form below for your
dedication to appear in the bulletin on December 24th. Please make the checks or Venmo
payments payable to First Congregational UCC, marked “poinsettia” on the memo line.

Name

Phone/email

Number of poinsettias

Wording for bulletin:

In honor of

In memory of

Our congregation has historically been most generous in its gift giving. Any funds collected in excess of the actual expense
will be used to purchase grocery and gas cards for our neighbors in need.




